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REMARKS 

Claims 1-11, 13, 15-25 and 28-42 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1 and 
5 have been amended herein. 

The Examiner has required that an election be made with respect to the present 
application. In particular, the Examiner has required election of a single disclosed species under 
35 U.S.C. §121. According to the Examiner, Applicants must select: 

1) a single film former or mixture of film formers from the group including 
alginates, pectin and cellulose ethers; 

2) a single acidulent or mixture of acidulates selected from the group including 
acetic, lactic, malic, fumaric, succinic, tartaric, adipic, citric, sorbic, ascorbic, isoascorbic, 
erythorbic, gluconic, phosphoric, pyrophosphoric, hydrochloric and sulfuric acids and the 
salts thereof; as well as, glucono-delta lactone and alkali metal bisulfates; and 

3) a sequestrant, if present, selected from the group including phosphoric acid 
slats, citric acid salts and sodium hexametaphosphate. 

Applicants elect the species including: 1) an alginate film former; 2) a combination of 
citric acid and malic acid as a mixture of acidulates; and 3) a citric acid salt as the sequestrant, if 
present. Applicants have amended claim 1 herein to correspond to this election. At the very 
least, claims 1-11, 13, 15, 18-25, 29, 31-32, 34-37, 39-40 and 42 read on the elected species. 
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Applicants respectfully request that consideration of the elected claims on the merits be 
commenced. Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is respectfully invited to 
contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jaime M. Larraann 
Registration No. 48,623 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset,NY 11791 
(973)331-1700 



